


TRAINING OBJECTIVES

• Understand Adult Crossing Guard 
responsibilities

• Have learned some important facts about 
younger children

• Understand the proven methods for safely 
crossing children at intersections

• Obtained some tips on assisting Law 
Enforcement in the proper identification of 
violators 

• Have learned some basic traffic facts

Upon completion of the training 
you should:



MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE

MCL 257.57a  SCHOOL CROSSING

“School crossing” means a crosswalk designated 
by the department of state highways and 
transportation, a county road commission, or a 
local authority as a place to be used by school 
children for crossing a street or highway.

MCL 257.57b  SCHOOL CROSSING GUARD

“School crossing guard” means a person 17 years 
of age or older authorized to supervise children 
using a school crossing as provided in section 
613c.

DEFINITIONS

NOTE:  While the law states age 17, careful 
consideration should be given to age.  Certain 
liabilities for the actions of a 17 year old guard 
could still be suffered by guard’s parents.  



MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE

MCL 257.613a SCHOOL CROSSINGS 
ESTABLISHED, SIGNS

(1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and 
(3), the state transportation department, a 
county road commission, or a local authority 
shall establish school crossings considered 
necessary for the safety of schoolchildren on 
streets and highways under its jurisdiction. 
The establishment of a school crossing shall 
be based upon a traffic and engineering 
study conducted by the authority having 
jurisdiction, in consultation with the 
superintendent of the school district.

(2) If considered necessary under subsection (1) 
or pursuant to a traffic and engineering study 
conducted under subsection (4), a school 
crossing shall be established within a safe 
distance from a school located on a street or 
highway on which the speed limit is 25 miles 
or more per hour.

ESTABLISHING SCHOOL CROSSINGS



(3) Upon request of the superintendent of the 
school district, the following individuals shall 
meet at not less than 5-year intervals to 
consider whether a traffic and engineering 
study should be conducted to determine 
whether a school crossing is required under 
subsection (2):

(a) The superintendent of the school district in 
which the school is located or his or her 
designee.

(b) The head of the local authority having 
jurisdiction to maintain the road or his or her 
designee or, if there is no local authority, an 
individual designated by the director of the 
state transportation department.

(c) The chief of police of the local unit of 
government in which the road is located or 
his or her designee or, if the local unit of 
government does not have a police 
department, the county sheriff or his or her 
designee.

ESTABLISHING SCHOOL CROSSINGS

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE

Cont.



(4) If the individuals described in subsection (3) 
determine by unanimous vote that a traffic 
and engineering study should be conducted, 
the individuals shall notify the authority 
having jurisdiction to maintain the road in 
writing of that determination. If the 
authority is notified under this subsection 
that a traffic and engineering study should 
be conducted, the authority shall conduct 
the study.

(5) Having established a school crossing, the 
state transportation department, county 
road commission, or local authority shall 
erect school crossing signs, in conformance 
with the manual of uniform traffic control 
devices provided for in MCL 257.608, on 
streets or highways under its jurisdiction.

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE
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MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE

GUARD ATTIRE & AUTHORITY

MCL 257.613b   SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS; 
TIME, CLOTHING, AUTHORITY

(1)  When assigned, a school crossing guard shall 
be stationed at a school crossing during time 
periods established jointly by the 
superintendent of the school district and the 
head of the law enforcement agency having 
immediate jurisdiction.

(2) While on duty, a school crossing guard shall 
wear an outer vest of a color and design which 
conforms with the standards of the manual of 
uniform traffic control devices provided for in 
MCL 257.608

(3) A school crossing guard while on duty at a 
school crossing shall when necessary stop 
vehicular traffic.  This shall be done by use of a 
hand held stop sign which conforms to the 
standards for the sign in the manual of uniform 
traffic control devices or as approved by the 
department of state highways and 
transportation.  School crossing guards shall 
have the authority only at their assigned 
crossings and only during their assigned duty 
times. 



MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE

RESPONSIBILITY & TRAINING

MCL 257.613c  SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS; 
RESPONSIBILITY, TRAINING

(1) School crossing guards shall be the 
responsibility of the local law enforcement 
agency having immediate jurisdiction of the 
crossing.

(2) A person shall receive a minimum of 4 hours 
instruction before performing the duties of a 
school crossing guard.  Two hours of additional 
instruction shall be given annually to a school 
crossing guard before the beginning of each 
school year.  The courses of instruction shall 
be approved by the department of education 
and the department of state police and 
conducted by the local law enforcement 
agency having jurisdiction or its designee.



MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE

REQUIREMENT TO OBEY
MCL 257.613d SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS; 

FAILURE TO OBEY

(1) A driver of a motor vehicle who fails to stop 
when a school crossing guard is in a school 
crossing and is holding a stop sign in an 
upright position visible to approaching 
vehicular traffic is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(2) In a proceeding for a violation of this section, 
proof that the particular vehicle described in 
the citation, complaint, or warrant was used 
in the violation, together with proof that the 
defendant named in the citation complaint or 
warrant was the registered owner of the 
vehicle at the time of the violation, 
constitutes in evidence a presumption that 
the registered owner of the vehicle was the 
driver of the vehicle at the time of the 
violation.

NOTE: While not specifically required, a description of 
the driver will aid law enforcement in prosecuting 
these cases.  Guards should attempt to obtain a driver 
description while also noting the vehicle description.



WARRANTS FOR USE OF 
ADULT CROSSING

GUARDS

It is important that you understand that 
guards have been placed at certain crossings 
for specific reasons.

This will help you understand the specific 
dangers and problems at your assigned 
crossing.



THE RESPONSIBILITIES
OF AN ADULT SCHOOL

CROSSING GUARD

 To create gaps

 To help students cross the street safely

 It is not your duty to direct motor 
vehicle traffic nor do you have the 
authority to do so



UNDERSTANDING THE 
SCHOOL CHILD 

CRASH PROBLEM

It is important that you understand 
how and why student pedestrian 
and bicycle crashes occur



AGE & LOCATION PLAY AN 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN 

PEDESTRIAN INJURIES & 
DEATHS

 Children under 15 are over represented 
in pedestrian crashes

 Children under 10 are almost 3 times 
more likely to be struck by a vehicle at 
non-intersection locations vs. 
intersections

 Young children have a difficult time 
judging distance and speed

 Pedestrian crashes are the second 
leading cause of injuries and deaths for 
young children



IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT
YOUNG CHILDREN

• Vision is underdeveloped
• Have difficultly in determining direction of 

sounds
• Height is a disadvantage
• Cannot divide their attention
• Emotions make them unpredictable
• Play activities make them vulnerable
• Do not understand left and right
• Learn by modeling adults
• Adult create traffic hazards for children



STUDENT BEHAVIOR

• Younger children (K-3 students) tend to 
be impatient.  They also react to many 
situations by running.  Yelling at a child 
who is in harm’s way may cause the child 
to run directly into further danger.

• Many students are likely to try to use the 
most direct route when walking.  This 
may mean having to work with those 
students, encouraging them to use the 
crosswalks.

• Jr./Sr. High school students are subject to 
a great deal of peer pressure and exert a 
great deal of influence over the younger 
children.



THE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE SUPERVISING 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

• Know your supervisor and how to get in 
touch with him/her.

• Know who is the backup to your 
supervisor.

• Understand the police department’s 
position in the community.

• Understand and use the proper 
procedures for communicating with 
your supervisor.



TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES 
IN YOUR AREA -

HOW TO WORK WITH THEM

Adult Crossing Guards 
should be familiar with 
local traffic regulations.  
They should understand 
how traffic control devices 
work and why and how 
they are used.

Traffic control devices will 
help you do your job 
better.



KNOW HOW TO 
WORK WITH THE AAA

SCHOOL SAFETY PATROL

It is strongly recommended that Adult Guards 
work with AAA School Safety Patrollers.

School crossings controlled by an Adult 
Guard/AAA School Safety Patrol team 
provide the maximum crossing protection.  
The Adult Crossing Guard can concentrate 
on the traffic, while the students wait with 
the patrollers in a safe location.



It is important that guards understand that 
AAA School Safety Patrollers operate OFF the 
roadway.

AAA School Safety Patrollers have a different 
set of rules and policies than Adult Crossing 
Guards.

So, it is important that you work closely and 
cooperatively with the AAA School Safety 
Patrol Advisor, the school and the law 
enforcement agency.

KNOW HOW TO 
WORK WITH THE AAA

SCHOOL SAFETY PATROL



PERSONAL CONDUCT

A solid, professional adult/student 
relationship is necessary to maintain a safe 
crossing.

• Be on time
• Present a neat and clean appearance
• No smoking, eating or drinking while on 

duty
• Watch your language – you are setting an 

example
• Don’t do anything that will set you up to 

be criticized by the public.



VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION

It is sometimes necessary for Adult Crossing 
Guards to give an accurate description of a 
vehicle.

Adult Crossing Guards should work on a 
system to help them identify vehicles and 
record the information by body style, color, 
license plate number and/or unusual 
characteristics.



EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

Adult Crossing Guards must be prepared 
for emergency situations.

Think about what type of emergencies 
could occur at your crossing.

• First and foremost, ensure the safety of 
the students!!!

• Know what you need to do
• Know the emergency numbers you need 

to call
• An emergency phone card may prove 

helpful



CALL 911

THIS IS AN EMERGENCY.
THE ADULT CROSSING GUARD FOR 
________________ SCHOOL HAS 

INSTRUCTED ME TO CALL 
FOR THE POLICE AND AN AMBULANCE.

HELP IS NEEDED AT THE INTERSECTION OF

____________________________________

EMERGENCY PHONE CARD
This is an example of an emergency phone 
card that could be used by Adult Crossing 
Guards.

This card should be clipped to the clothing of 
the guard so it may be reached easily in an 
emergency.

Work with your local emergency dispatchers 
to develop a card that will work in your area.



FIRST AID INSTRUCTION

Your supervising police department should 
work on having a trained first-aid instructor 
provide some very basic first-aid 
instruction.

• Dangers of moving an injured person
• Bleeding control
• Shock prevention



PRACTICAL APPLICATION

The next several slides will describe: 
• Braking distance
• The proper procedure for stopping traffic
• How to safely cross students

After we have discussed these procedures, 
we will have an exercise to assist you in 
completing all of the steps, and completing 
them in the correct order.



BRAKING DISTANCE

As speed increases so does 
braking distance

Speed     Perception         Reaction        Braking          Total Stopping          
(MPH)      Distance           Distance        Distance            Distance

20        15-20 ft    +  15-20 ft    +  15 ft      =     45-55 ft

30        22-33 ft    +  22-33 ft    +  38 ft      =     82-104 ft

40        29-44 ft    +  29-44 ft    +  68 ft      =    126-156 ft

50        37-55 ft    +  37-55 ft    +  105 ft    =    179-215 ft

60        44-66 ft    +  44-66 ft    + 120-160 ft =  208-292 ft

A football field is 300 feet long



Your initial position is on the curb facing 
traffic, same side as students.

There may be special situations that require 
you to operate from the opposite side of the 
street.

I.  INITIAL POSITION



II.  STOPPING TRAFFIC

1. Guard enters roadway, stops immediate 
first threat, continues to stop all traffic, one 
lane at a time.



2. Guard holds stop sign in the upright position 
to stop the immediate vehicular threat.

STOPPING TRAFFIC (cont.)



3. Guard holds the stop sign in the motorists’ 
line of vision.

STOPPING TRAFFIC (cont.)



4. To stop traffic, extend your hand-held 
stop sign above your head so it is visible 
to motorists.

STOPPING TRAFFIC (cont.)



1. All lanes of traffic are stopped as guard 
moves into final position, facing most 
immediate vehicular threat to students.  
Guard signals AAA School Safety Patrollers 
to release students to cross.

III. CROSSING STUDENTS



CROSSING STUDENTS (cont.)

2. The students should cross behind guard, 
who is still controlling traffic.  It is 
imperative that the guard remain in this 
position until the last student has 
crossed.  Guard must be prepared to 
move quickly.



CROSSING STUDENTS (cont.)

3. After a guard has allowed several 
students to cross and realizes that traffic 
will be delayed an unreasonable amount 
of time, the guard tells the AAA School 
Safety Patroller to stop the students from 
crossing.



4. To release traffic, return to the curb 
keeping the stop sign in motorists’ view.

CROSSING STUDENTS (cont.)



Once back on the curb, the guard should 
lower the stop sign to his/her side.

Never release traffic by waving to motorists.

IV. RETURN TO POST



1. The guard’s initial position should be on 
the side where turning movements occur.

2. Crossings should then be coordinated with 
the signal and the aid of AAA School 
Safety Patrollers.

SIGNALIZED 
INTERSECTIONS

2

1



1. The guard’s initial position should be on 
the corner from which both crossings 
can be worked.

2. Crossing should then be coordinated 
with the signal and the aid of  AAA 
School Safety Patrollers.

TWO LEGS OF A
SIGNALIZED INTERSECTION

2

1 43



CROSSING GUARD 
PROCEDURE

Please put in correct order

_____ Move to final position

_____ Tell students to WAIT

_____ Lower stop sign

_____ Tell students to WALK 

_____ Return to sidewalk

_____ Stop right hand turn 

_____ Enter roadway

_____ Check traffic gap

_____ Raise stop sign above head

_____ Stop left hand turn

_____ Stop traffic approaching from left

_____ Stop traffic approaching from right

_____ Make sure all traffic is stopped



CROSSING GUARD 
PROCEDURE

Correct order

9    Move to final position

2    Tell students to WAIT

13   Lower stop sign

11   Tell students to WALK 

12   Return to sidewalk

5    Stop right hand turn 

4    Enter roadway

1    Check traffic gap

3    Raise stop sign above head

7    Stop left hand turn

6    Stop traffic approaching from left

8    Stop traffic approaching from right

10   Make sure all traffic is stopped



Questions?
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